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Local Government Board, however, had no power to seize the food. 
All it could do was to try to persuade the person who bought it 
not to pul such stuff on the market, and this it succeeded in doing, 
with the result that the stuff was destroyed. The authorities ought 
not to be in this helpless condition. He contended that if a cargo of 
unsound food arrived in this country it ought to be in the power of 
the medical officer at the port to say that it should not be put upon the 
market. If this power existed not only would the poor be protected 
from the consequences of eating such food but small shopkeepers 
would be saved from the risk of having their reputations ruined 
through being prosecuted for exposing it for sale. Under the present 
Bill the Local Government Board would be able to stop such food at 
the port of entry. Only two port sanitary authorities at present— 
those of London and Manchester—had the power to deal effectively with 
food on landing, but this Bill would place Liyerpool, Glasgow, and all 
the other towns in the same position and enable the port sanitary 
authority to inspect articles of food at the port, to take samples, 
and to destroy unsound articles. The regulations would also require 
satisfactory evidence as to the antecedents of the food such as was 
demanded by Germany, Denmark, and many other countries. They 
would insist upon the authorities knowing the conditions under which 
food was prepared, especially articles like sausages, brawn, and other 
things mainly consumed by the poor. Food would have to be stored 
in a clean and decent place. For example, ice-cream in process of pre¬ 
paration should not be kept under a bed or near a lavaf ory. Further, 
with regard to the distribution of food the regulations would insist 
that the receptacles, waggons, and other means of transport should be 
kept cleaner than they now were. Under existing conditions a medical 
officer was unable to go where he could obtain the information as to 
what went on in the preparation of food for human consumption, though 
it was well known that: there were places in which food was prepared 
under the most insanitary conditions. Mr. Burns then quoted passages 
from a number of reports submitted by medical officers of health in 
support of the case for the Bill. One report from Finsbury stated that 
meat actually diseased, chiefly offal and veal, was imported even from 
countries where inspection took place. If the whole of this unsound 
food had been placed in waggons and transported from Finsbury to 
Battersea medical officers could not have stopped it in process of 
transit because it was not exposed for sale for human consumption. 
Another report stated that there were two vanloads of tinned meat in a 
very bad condition. When analysed the meat was found to be not 
cattle or sheep but horseflesh from Hamburg. Honourable Members 
could now realise what happened to the poor horses often seen in the 
streets of London going to the docks to be shipped abroad, and coming 
back after an interval as canned goods. In December, 1906, there were, 
according to the report of another medical officer of health, 
11,000 tins of mixed food, the contents of which were putrid 
and unwholesome. The food was saturated with tin. The medical 
officer of Marylebone described a consignment of unsound meat in 
which the liver was filled with parasites and abscesses. The Lancet, 
which deserved the greatest praise and credit for the way in which it 
had pressed the Government to do something in the direction proposed 
by the Bill, had said in an article in its issue of June 15th, 1907 : " The 
trade in diseased meat and putrid milk, to say nothing of adulterated 
food-stuffs, will never be put an end to until the vendors are treated 
as the poisoners which they really are.” He could give instance 
after instance to prove the truth of the comments of The Lancet. 
He could give instances of human food treated with boric acid and 
so on. Therefore, he asked the House to give the Local Govern¬ 
ment Board not only the power to stop the Bale of unsound meat 
but to enable the medical authorities to do legally what they could 
only now do by permission and bluff, amounting almost to 
intimidation. Proceeding to deal with the way in which the 
food of the poor was stored in some districts, he quoted official reports 
from the Bast End of London. These reports, set out that the sausage 
and brawn factories, mostly owned by Germans, were dilapidated 
places, badly lit, and often infested with rats. In another instance 
beef was received in a filthy passage and hung on hooks against a filthy 
wall. Pickling tubs were placed in low-lying cellars; ice-cream was 
prepared in an open shed near a lavatory ; and 70 cases of enteric had 
resulted from food which had been in a bedroom where children were 
suffering from that fever. Instances had been found where food was 
kept in the vicinity of a stable. He 'therefore appealed to the House 
to give his department power under the Bill to deal with this terrible 
evil. Whether tinned food came from Australia, Canada, the United 
States, Liverpool, or elsewhere, all dealers and manufacturers ought 
to be made to toe the line of one medical and sanitary standard. 
The right honourable gentleman went on to quote from a report made 
by Dr. G. S. Buchanan on tinned foods and that report showed that some 
of the food he examined contained bone and gristle, hog’s bristles, and 
human hairs, and was dirty in addition. It might be said that since 
the recent exposures concerning tinned meat things had been put right 
and that there was no need for panic. Well, he could have got this 
Bill when the panic was at its height but he had thought it better to 
allow the panic period to pass before he brought it forward. He was 
satisfied that however perfect things might be now there was a strong 
probability that they would relapse to where they were. In proof of 
this he would read the following report which had been forwarded to 
him from a source which he would not now name. “ I have the honour 
to inform you that I am told by the German Consul that the American 
meat packers have informed his Government that they are willing to 
agree to any inspection of meat required, on condition that what was re¬ 
jected by the German officials is returned to them as it can be sold in the 
United Kingdom.” He was not going to have that sort of thing. If we 
did not have the regulations provided for by the Bill there was the possi¬ 
bility that food rejected at German ports as unfit would be sent on by 
shippers to the United Kingdom. He was not going to allow diseased 
horseflesh to be sold in this country as “ best Piccadilly brawn.” This 
country ought not to take what other European countries would not 
take. He could give the House further instances to prove every state¬ 
ment he had made. All the local authorities were in favour of the 
Bill. He asked the House to give the Local Government Board 
power to make regulations and let the regulations be communi¬ 
cated to every sanitary authority. The regulations would not 
be enforced for 28 days after issue except in cases of emer¬ 
gency, so as to give all the interests affected time to make 
representations to the Local Government Board if they felt 
prejudiced by them. During those 28 days he would lose no oppor¬ 
tunity of consulting with the trade. He hoped that in the interests of 
the consumers of the £40,000,000 worth of food that came annually into 


the country the Local Government Board would be given the powers 
embodied in the Bill. None but the dishonest trader in unsound food 
and the dirty manufacturer would have any reason to complain of the 
simple, necessary, and, he hoped, effective regulations that would be 
made. 

Sir Francis Powell observed that the right honourable gentleman 
had made out a complete case for his Bill and he hoped that it would 
be placed on the statute book this session. 

Sir Walter Foster doubted if the machinery proposed by the Bill 
was adequate to deal with the magnitude of the evil described by the 
President of the Local Government Board. Food' inspection to be 
carried out thoroughly and efficiently would necessitate hundreds of 
inspectors being employed aud paid out of the rates. Under the 
existing law local authorities could have inspectors to attend markets 
and prevent diseased cattle from being sold and killed for food. Un¬ 
fortunately local authorities would not help in this way. He hoped 
that the department would take steps to see that the local authorities 
were kept up to their work. 

Mr. Cave believed that the President of the Local Government 
Board had made out a very strong case for a Bill of this kind, but he 
urged that care should be taken that the regulations only applied to 
unsound food or the manufacture of food under insanitary conditions. 
He was afraid that the right honourable gentleman had effectually 
destroyed the appetite which any of them might have left for pdt6 
de foie gras or for ice-creams. 

Replying to other speakers. Mr. Burns said that he was quite willing, 
to turn the 28 days into 40 days and was prepared to lay the regula¬ 
tions on the table of the House for that period. 

Mr. Cooper on this assurance withdrew his amendment. 

The Bill was then read a second time and committed to the whole 
House. 

Tuesday, August 6th. 

Belfast Health Commission. 

Mr. Devlin asked the Chief Secretary to the Lord Lieutenant of 
Ireland whether he could state the probable date on which the report 
of the Belfast Health Commission w'ould be issued; and whether it 
was proposed to issue any ad interim report.—Mr. Birrell replied (by 
a written answer): I understand from the chairman of the Commission 
that the report will probably not be ready before the end of September. 
It is not proposed to issue an interim report. 

Exemptions from Vaccination. 

In answer to Mr. Lupton, Mr. John Burns said: The number of 
certificates of conscientious objection to vaccination received by 
vaccination officers in 1906 was 52,391. 




Successful applicants for Vacancies , Secretaries of Public Institutions, 
and others possessing information suitable for this column, are 
invited to forward to The Lancet Office, directed to the Sub- 
Editor, not later than 9 o’clock on the Thursday morning of each 
week such information for gratuitous publication. 


Abnott, W., M.B., B.S. Lond., has been appointed House Surgeon at 
the General Infirmary, Leeds. 

Bbnthall, Albert, F.R.C.P. Edin., M.R.C.S. Eng., has been 
appointed by the Secretary of State under the Workmen’s Com¬ 
pensation Act, 1906, a Medical Referee for Circuits Nos. 40 and 42. 

Burton, C. F., M.R.C.S. Eng., L.S.A., has been appointed by the 
Shipping Federation Examining Officer of Seamen at Whitby 
under the Compensation Act. 

Davidson, Thomas, M.B. Edin., has been appointed House Surgeon 
at the Stockton and Thornaby Hospital. 

De Souza, D. H., M.B., B.S., B.Sc. Lond., has been appointed 
Demonstrator in Physiology at the University of Sheffield. 

Gough, A., M.B., Ch.B. Leeds, has been appointed House Surgeon at 
the General Infirmary, Leeds. 

Greenwood, F. G., M.B. Cantab., has been appointed House Phy¬ 
sician at the General Infirmary, Leeds. 

Rodriques, N. Joseph, L.R.C.P. & S. Edin., has been appointed 
Assistant House and Visiting Surgeon to the Stockport Infirmary. 

Tinley, W. E. F., M.D. Durh., has been appointed Certifying Surgeon 
under the Factory snd Workshop Act in the Whitby District. 

Walker, M. G. L., M.B., Ch.B. Leeds, has been appointed Junior 
Resident Ophthalmic Officer at the General Infirmary, Leeds. 

Wrangham, W., M.D. Lond., has been appointed Honorary Assistant 
Physician to the Bradford Royal Infirmary. 
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For further information regarding each vacancy reference should be 
made to the advertisement (see Index). 


Barnsley, Beckett Hospital. —House Surgeon. Salary £100, with 
board and lodging. 

Barrow-in-Furness, North Lonsdale Hospital. —House Surgeon. 
Salary £100 per annum, with board and lodging. 

Bath, Bailbrook House. —Medical Superintendent. Salary £450 per 
annum, with extra payments, board for self and wife if married, 
quarters, laundry, and attendance. 

Bedford County Hospital. —House Physician. Salary £60 per 
annum, with apartments, board, and laundry. 

Birmingham General Hospital.— Three Receiving-room Officers. 
Salary £150 per annum. 

Birmingham, Queen’s Hospital. —House Physician. Also Obstetric 
and Ophthalmic House Surgeon lor seven months. Salaries at the 
rate of £50 per annum, with board, lodging, and washing. 

Bournemouth, Royal Victoria Hospital. —House Surgeon. Salary 
£100 per annum, with board, lodging, and laundry. 

Bradford Sanatorium for Consumptives, Eastby, near Skipton.— 
Resident Medical Officer. Salary £100, with rations, apartments, 
and washing. 
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Bridgnorth and South Shropshire Infirmary. —House Surgeon. 
Salary £100 per annum, with board and lodgings. 

Bristol Royal Infirmary. —Resident Junior House Surgeon ; also 
Resident Casualty Officer. Salaries at rate of £50 per annum, with 
board, lodging, and washing. 

Bury Infirmary.— Junior House Surgeon. Salary £80, with board, 
residence, and attendance. 

Buxton, Derbyshire, Devonshire Hospital. —Assistant House 
Surgeon. Salary £70 per annum, with apartments, board, and 
laundry. 

Cairo, School of Medicine (Egyptian Government, Ministry of 
Education). —Assistant to the Professor of Pathology. Salary 
£E. 320 per annum. 

Cancer Hospital, Fulham-road, S.W.—Two Assistant Anaesthetists. 
Honorarium of 25 guineas each. 

Chelsea Hospital for Women, Fulham-road, S.W. — Clinical 
Assistant. 

Colchester, Essex and Colchester General Hospital.— House 
Physician. Salary £80 per annum, with board, residence, and 
washing. 

Devon County Asylum. —Assistant Medical Officer. Salary £140, 
with board, apartments, and laundry. 

Devonport, Royal Albert Hospital. —Resident Medical Officer, 
unmarried. Salary £100 per annum, with apartments, board, &c. 

Dover, Royal Victoria Hospital. —House Surgeon, unmarried. 
Salary £100 a year, with board, lodging, and washing. 

Egyptian Government, Kasr-El-Ainy Hospital.— Resident Medical 
Officer. Pay £250 a year, with quarters, servants, washing, coals, 
and light. 

Glasgow District Asylum, Woodilee, LeDzie. —Assistant Medical 
Officer. Salary £135 per annum, with board, lodging, &e. 

Gloucester, General Infirmary and the Gloucestershire Eye 
Institution. —Assistant House Surgeon for six months. Salary 
at rate of £30 per annum, with board, residence, and washing. 

Grimsby and District Hospital. —Resident House Surgeon. Salary 
£100 per annum, with board, lodging, and washing. 

Huddersfield Infirmary. —House Surgeon. Salary £100 per annum, 
with board, residence, and washing. 

Hull, Royal Infirmary.— Casualty House Surgeon. Salary £50, 
with board and lodging. 

Ipswich, East Suffolk and Ipswich Hospital.— Third House Sur¬ 
geon. Salary £50 per annum, with board, attendance, and 
washing. 

Liverpool Dispensaries. —Assistant Surgeon, unmarried. Salary 
£100 per annum, with board and apartments. 

Loughborough and District General Hospital and Dispensary.— 
Resident House Surgeon. Salary £100 per annum, with rooms, 
attendance, board, and washing. 

Manchester, Ancoats Hospital. —Resident House Physician. 

Manchester Children’s Hospital, Pendlebury.—Assistant Medieal 
Officer (non-resident).—Salary £100 per annum. 

Manchester, Monsall Fever Hospital. —Fourth Medieal Assistant. 
Salary £100 per annum, with board, lodgings, and washing. 

Northampton, Borough of. —Medical Officer of Health. Salary £400 
per annum, rising to £500, with reasonable carriage expenses. 

Prestwich, Manchester, County Asylum.— Junior Assistant Medieal 
Officer, unmarried. Salary £150, increasing to £250, with board, 
apartments, and washing. 

Queen Charlotte’s Dying-in Hospital, Marylebone road, N.W.— 
Assistant Resident Medieal Officer for four months. Salary at rate 
of £50 per annum, with board, residence, and washing. 

Rochdale Infirmary. —House Surgeon, unmarried. Salary £1C0 per 
annum, with board, residence, and laundry. 

Royal Institute of Public Health. —Demonstrator of Comparative 
Pathology and Bacteriology. 

Sheffield Royal Infirmary. —Junior Assistant House Surgeon. 
Salary £65 per annum, with board and residence. 

Southampton, Royal South Hants and Southampton Hospital.— 
House Physician. Salary £110 per annum, with rooms, board, and 
washing. 

Southport Infirmary'. —Residents’ Senior House Surgeon. Also 
Junior House and Visiting Surgeon, unmarried, for six months. 
Salary of Senior at rate of £90 per annum, and of Junior £70 per 
annum, with residence, board, and washing. 

Stockport Infirmary. —House Surgeon. Salary £100 per annum, with 
board, washing, and residence. Also Junior Assistant House and 
Visiting Surgeon. Salary £40 per annum, with board, washing, 
and residence. 

West London Hospital, Hammersmith-road, W.—Two House 
Physicians and Three House Surgeons, tenable for six months. 

Worcester County and City Asylum.— Assistant Medical Officer, 
unmarried. Salary £140, rising to £160, all found. 

York County Hospital.— House Surgeon. Salary £100 per annum, 
with board, residence, and washing. 

The Chief Inspector of Factories, Home Office, S.W., gives notice of 
a vacancy as Certifying Surgeon under the Factory and Workshop 
Act at Cheltenham, in the county of Gloucester. 


Htarriaps, anJr 


BIRTHS. 

Lister. —On August 4th, at Devonshire-place, W., the wife of 
W. T. Lister, F.R.C.S., of a son. 

Underhill. —On August 1st, at Castle View, Newport, I.W., the wife 
of S. V. H. Underhill, M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P., of a son. 

Wells.— On July 27th, at Ashworth Mansions, Eigin-avenue, W., the 
wife of John H. Wells, M.B., B.S., of a son. 


MARRIAGE. 

McCrea—Watson. —On July 30th, at St. Mary’s, Wargrave, John 
McCrea, B.A., M.B., B.Ch., to Alice Cradoek, daughter of the late 
William Spencer Watson, M.B., F.R.C.S. 


A\2J .—A fee of 5s. is charged for the insertion of Notices of Births, 
Marriages, and Deaths. 


Stotts, Sjjort tfommtnts, anfr ^nsfotrs 
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A LONDON JURYMAN AND THE SCOTCH FORM OF OATH. 

At an inquest recently held at Stepney in the east of London con¬ 
siderable amusement was caused by the remarks of a juryman, 
evidently bewildered by the novelty of the position in which he 
found himself. A medical man who had been called to give evidence- 
was sworn in the Scotch fashion, holding up his hand, whereupon 
the following dialogue ensued :—The juror: What’s that for ? Why 
can’t he kiss the book like others (laughter) ?—The coroner (Mr. 
Godding): That is the Scotch oath.—The juror: But he ain’t a 
Scotchman (laughter).—Coroner: Anyone who prefers it may be 
sworn in that manner. In your second remark you are not quite 
correct, for the witness is a Scotchman.—The juror : Is he? Well he 
doesn’t look like one.—The witness: The coroner is quite right.—The 
juror: Why, you don’t talk like one either. The juror evidently 
expected a Scotchman to wear a kilt and talk Gaelic. 

MICROSCOPICAL APPARATUS. 

Microscopists will find a variety of useful hints in a descriptive 
catalogue of accessory apparatus for the microscope just issued by 
Messrs. R. and J. Beck, of 68, Cornhill, London, E.C. In addition to 
a profusion of illustrations there are directions for using some of the 
apparatus, such as the observing prism, which enables an object to 
be viewed directly with the eye and focussed in a micrographie 
camera at the same time, a finder for use on the ordinary plain stage, 
the Ehrlich eyepiece for use in making blood counts, various micro¬ 
meters, and Grayson’s test rulings up to 120,000 lines to the inch, 
and photographic cameras adapted both for the horizontal and the 
vertical position. At the end hints are given on general microscopic 
illumination, 

AN INTERESTING ROYAL WARRANT. 

Messrs. Alexander Robb and Co., the well-known manufacturers of 
Robb’s Nursery Biscuits, have been appointed infant food manu¬ 
facturers to the Royal Household of Spain under a special warrant 
from King Alfonso XIII., dated May 29th, 1907. 

- ♦ - 

Constant Reader .—The danger must be so small as to be negligible 
for practical purposes, but medical science does not assert that there 
is no conceivable risk. 

Communications not noticed in our present issue will receive attention 
in our next. 
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OPERATIONS. 

METROPOLITAN HOSPITALS. 

MONDAY (12th).—London (2 p.m.), St. Bartholomew’s (1.30 p.m.), St. 
Thomas’s (3.30 p.m.), St. George’s (2 p.m.), St. Mary’s (2.30 p.m.), 
Middlesex (1.30 p.m.), Westminster (2 p.m.), Chelsea (2 p.m.), 
Samaritan (Gynaecological, by Physicians, 2 p.m.), Soho-square 
(2 p.m.), City Orthopaedic (4 p.m.), Gt. Northern Central (2.30 p.m.), 
West London (2.30 p.m.), London Throat (9.30 a.m.), Royal Free 
(2 p.m.), Guy’s (1.30 p.m.), Children, Gt. Ormond-street (3 P.M.), 
St. Mark’s (2.30 p.m.). 

TUESDAY (13th).—London (2 p.m.), St. Bartholomew’s (1.30 p.m.), St. 
Thomas’s (3.30 p.m.), Guy’s (1.30 p.m.), Middlesex (1.30 p.m.), West¬ 
minster (2 p.m.), West London (2.30 p.m.), University College 
(2 p.m.), St. George’s (1 p.m.), St. Mary’s (1 p.m.), St. Mark’s 
(2.30 P.M.), Cancer (2 p.m.). Metropolitan (2.30 p.m.), London Throat 
(9.30 A.M.), Samaritan (9.30 a.m. and 2.30 p.m.), Throat, Golden- 
square (9.30 a.m.), Soho-square (2 P.M.), Chelsea (2 p.m.), Central 
London Throat and Ear (2 p.m.). Children, Gt. Ormond-street 
(2 p.m., Ophthalmic, 2.15 p.m.), Tottenham (2.30 p.m.). 

WEDNESDAY (14th).—St. Bartholomew’s (1.30 p.m.), University College 
(2 p.m.), Royal Free (2 p.m.), Middlesex (1.30 p.m.). Charing Cross 
(3 p.m.), St. Thomas’s (2 p.m.), London (2 p.m.). King’s College 
(2 p.m.), St. George’s (Ophthalmic, 1 p.m.), St. Mary’s (2 p.m.). 
National Orthopaedic (10 a.m.), St. Peter’s (2 p.m.), Samaritan 
(9.30 a.m. and 2.30 p.m.), Gt. Northern Central (2.30 p.m.), West¬ 
minster (2 p.m.), Metropolitan (2.30 p.m.), London Throat (9.30 a.m.). 
Cancer (2 p.m.), Throat, Golden-square (9.30 a.m.), Guy’s (1.30 p.m.). 
Royal Ear (2 p.m.), Royal Orthopaedic (3 p.m.), Children, Gt. 
Ormond-street (9.30 a.m., Dental, 2 p.m.), Tottenham (Ophthalmic, 
2.30 p.m.). 

THURSDAY (15th).—St. Bartholomew’s (1.30 p.m.), St. Thomas’s 
(3.30 P.M.), University College (2 p.m.), Charing Cross (3 P.M.), St, 
George’s (1 p.m.), London (2 p.m.), King’s College (2 p.m.), Middlesex 
(1.30 p.m.), St. Mary’s (2.30 p.m.), Soho-square (2 p.m.), North-West 
London (2 p.m.), Gt. Northern Central (Gynaecological, 2.30 p.m.). 
Metropolitan (2.30 p.m.), London Throat (9.30 a.m.), Samaritan 
(9.30 a.m. and 2.30 P.M.), Throat, Golden-square (9.30 A.M.), Guy’s 
(1.30 P.M.), Royal Orthopaedic (9 A.M.), Royal Ear (2 P.M.), Children, 
Gt. Ormond-street (2.30 p.m.), Tottenham (Gynaecological, 2.30 p.m.). 






